
°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°
insufferable together.  
a documentary mosaic
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  ————————————————————————————————
                                   Ernest Ah, Sabrina Saase,  
                                   and Lee Stevens from the  
                                   Raumerweiterungshalle collective
                                   °°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°
                                   Audio Play Script
                                   + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +



6th Women’s Group Meeting “Between Awakening and Persistence.”  
Jena, spring 1989. The person on the right is Samirah Kenawi, founder  
of the GrauZone Archive. Photo: Kerstin Baarmann, GrauZone Archive  
in the Archive of the GDR Opposition, RHG/Fo_GZ_1924. In this contri - 
bution, people in the images are anonymized since permission could  
not be secured from all those pictured. 
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,Q�D�VHQVH��,�DOZD\V�NQHZ�,�ZDV�D�OHVELDQ��%XW�,�WKRXJKW� 
I was the only one in the whole wide world.

,W�ZDV�GLIÀFXOW�WR�JHW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

2QO\�PXFK�ODWHU�GLG�ZH�UHDOL]H�ZKDW�RXU�UROH�KDG�DFWXDOO\�
been: years later, after the Wall had come down,  
I would meet women who would tell me that we had been  
so important for their coming out, and that because  
RI�XV�WKH\�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�DORQH��7KDW·V�H[DFWO\�
why we had founded the working group: to break through 
this isolation. We were trailblazers; we gave them strength 
to open up.

That I am homosexual was in no way an easy thing, 
EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�DOVR�%ODFN��:HOO��,�VWLOO�DP�%ODFN��%XW�LW�ZDV�
easier for me to own up to being homosexual than to  
EHLQJ�%ODFN�

There was that book by Rainer Werner about different 
sexualities and whatnot; it also mentioned transsexuality 
DQG�WUDYHVW\��WUDQVYHVWLVP��MXVW�D�VKRUW�DUWLFOH��$W�ÀUVW� 
I thought I was a transvestite, but then at some point I rea - 
lized I wanted more, or rather, that I was more than that.

8VXDOO\�\RX�ZRXOG�ÀQG�RXW�DERXW�FHUWDLQ�FDIpV�RU�FOXEV�
through word of mouth from private contacts. And  
Irina brought on the full-on punk thing, that whole scene,  
VR�WKDW·V�KRZ�,�DOVR�JRW�D�ELW�RI�WKDW�ÀJKWLQJ�VSLULW�

,W�ZDVQ·W�XQWLO�,�ZDV�D�ELW�ROGHU�WKDW�,�ÀQDOO\�IXOO\�FDPH�RXW�� 
6R�LW�ZDV�HDVLHU�IRU�PH��%HIRUH�WKDW�LW�ZDVQ·W��%HIRUH�,�WKRXJKW� 
WKDW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�,·P�%ODFN�LV�DOUHDG\�HQRXJK�RI�D�GLIIHUHQFH��
DQG�WKDW�,�VKRXOGQ·W�VWHS�RXW�RI�WKH�QRUP�LQ�RWKHU�ZD\V�RQ�
top of that.

I was in Mecklenburg, on my home turf, if you will, and  
there was no coming out, no cross-dressing. That only came  
LQ�������7KDW·V�ZKHQ�,�ZHQW�WR�%HUOLQ�DQG�JRW�WR�NQRZ�WKH� 
JD\�DQG�OHVELDQ�VFHQH�²�DQG�WKDW·V�ZKHQ�WKLQJV�UHDOO\�JRW�
rolling.

,�GRQ·W�JLYH�D�GDPQ�LI�SHRSOH�DUH�KRUULÀHG�E\�PH�EHLQJ�
homosexual.

And I was the power tranny.

At the forefront of the lesbian struggle.

We are not invisible, we exist.

3tot
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We have our own language, our own way of 
thinking, and we can even act independently.

Together we are insufferable.

%DFN�WKHQ��,�ZDV�UHVHDUFKLQJ�DQG�UHYLVLWLQJ�WKH�ZRPHQ·V�
and lesbian movement in the GDR, and made it visible, 
EHFDXVH�LW�VHHPHG�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PH��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�%HUOLQ�JLYHQ� 
the situation at that time. In the context of the debate with 
WKH�:HVW�*HUPDQ�ZRPHQ·V�PRYHPHQW��LW�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW� 
WR�VKRZ�WKDW�LQ�WKH�*'5�WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ�D�ZRPHQ·Vɧ/ɧlesbian 
movement, too, and that its themes, foci, and strategies 
were quite different because, well, the GDR was a different 
country.

,W·V�DERXW�WKDW�VSHFLÀF�WLPH�SHULRG��EHFDXVH�ODWHU�VRPHWKLQJ�
completely different happened, namely the emergence of  
D�QHZ�VRFLDO�RUGHU��2U��ZHOO��LW�GLG�QRW�´HPHUJH�µ�LW�ZDV�DOUHDG\� 
there and we were plugged into it, as it were.

It’s important to consider this situation  
in its social context because otherwise some 
details may seem grotesque. It is generally 
important to have a view of the bigger 
picture, as otherwise the pieces of the 
mosaic will appear either strangely dull or 
overly garish.

$QG�WR�EULQJ�WKLV�RXW�RI�WKH�VKDGRZV�IRU�RQFHɧ«�7KHUH�ZDV� 
D�WUDQVVH[XDO�PRYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�*'5�²�RQO\�WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG��
yes, but it did exist. What change it wanted to make and 
ZKHUH�LW�ZDV�KHDGLQJ�DQG�ZKDW�EHFDPH�RI�LW�²�ZHOO��QR�RQH�

Marinka Körzendörfer
"Lesbenarbeit  
in der DDR" [Lesbian 
Organising in the 
GDR], 1989, GrauZone

Postcard 1984/85
LiK [Lesbians in the 
Church], GrauZone 
image archive

Samirah Kenawi

Bettina Dziggel

Samirah Kenawi
Frauengruppen in der 
DDR der 80er Jahre –  
Eine Dokumentation 
[Women’s Groups in 
the GDR in the 80s:  
A Documentation], 
1996, GrauZone

Nadja Schallenberg

There are piles of essays, letters, transcripts of meetings and speeches, 
magazines, private notes. We have been researching in the GrauZone  
for several months now. “We”: Sabrina, Lee, and Ernest from the Raum-
erweiterungshalle, a collectively-run space for events with a queer feminist 
focus. We are interested in how lesbians in the former GDR experienced 
WKHLU�OHVELDQLVP��LQ�WKHLU��VXUYLYDO��VWUDWHJLHV��DQG�LQ�WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�DQG�
FXOWXUDO�DFWLYLWLHV��:KDW�ZHUH�WKH\�ÀJKWLQJ�IRU"

Samirah Kenawi put together the GrauZone archive from disparate private 
FROOHFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V��7RGD\�WKH�*UDX=RQH�DUFKLYH�FRQVWLWXWHV� 
WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�$UFKLYH�RI�WKH�*'5�2SSRVLWLRQ�WKDW�GRFXPHQWV�WKH�ZRPHQ·V�
DQG�OHVELDQ�PRYHPHQW�V��LQ�WKH�*'5�
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has ever shone a light on that. And that is also a criticism  
RI�WKLV�VFHQH��WKLV�H[FOXVLRQ��7KLV�ÀOP that was made  
IRU�LQVWDQFH�²�ZK\�LV�LW�RQO\�DERXW�WKH�OHVELDQV�DQG�JD\V�
DJDLQ"�:K\�GRQ·W�ZH�WUDQQLHV�ÀJXUH"

In order to know where the skin that was 
measured is too tight, where it creases, 
where it hinders free movement or an upright 
stance, one must be inside that skin.

A current key characteristic of our lesbian 
emancipation is the quest for our own  
methods and experimenting with our own ideas 

* "Out in Ost-Berlin,  
 Schwule und Lesben  
 in der DDR," 2013

and struggles.

,W·V�EHHQ�DOPRVW�WKUHH�GHFDGHV�VLQFH�XQLÀFDWLRQ��0DQ\�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�� 
whose voices we come across in the Archive are still around and  
can be reached. So we were able to directly ask the people whose lives  
this research is about, and whose struggles paved the way for us in  
so many ways. Where did you meet? What was life like in the hetero state 
prison? What fears did you have to overcome, and what kind of crea - 
tivity did that require on your part? What were your dreams? Was there  
an awareness of being part of a group?

%DFN�WKHQ�,�GLGQ·W�DFWLYHO\�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKH�PRYHPHQW�LQ� 
DQ\�ZD\��,·G�QHYHU�GRQH�LW�EHIRUH�DQG�VWLOO�GRQ·W��6RPHKRZ� 
,�ZDVQ·W�SDUWLFXODUO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�ZRPHQ·V�LVVXHV��QRU� 
ZDV�,�HYHU�UHDOO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�OHVELDQ�LVVXHV��,�MXVW�OLYHG� 
my life and knew some people.

:H�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�JR�RQ��VR�ZH�JRW�WRJHWKHU�

2I�FRXUVH��EHLQJ�D�OHVELDQ�ZDV�QRW�UHDOO\�D�WKLQJ��DQG�WKDW�
was the problem. That was one of the reasons why  
GLIIHUHQW�JURXSV�ZHUH�IRXQGHG��7KH�%HUOLQHU�/HVEHQJUXSSH� 
>%HUOLQ�/HVELDQ�*URXS@�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKHP��DQG�WKHQ�RWKHU�
working groups on homosexuality, which mostly met under 
the roof of the Protestant Church.

Well, we went out to clubs.

)LUVW��ZH�ZHQW�WR�%XVFKDOOHH��WR�D�SODFH�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�
%XVFKH��$�SODFH�IRU�DOO�RI�XV�ZHLUGRV��%DFN�WKHQ�WKH�VFHQH�
ZDVQ·W�\HW�DV�GLYLGHG�²�WKH�JRWKV�RYHU�KHUH��SXQNV� 
RYHU�WKHUH��WKDW·V�IRU�WKH�JD\V��WKLV�LV�OHVELDQ�RQO\ɧ«�,W�ZDV� 
all mixed. Which actually seemed healthier to me in terms  
of general acceptance, mutual acceptance.

It was a completely different context, there was solidarity. 
Then I also met Charlotte von Mahlsdorf, we were friends. 
And Roland Schulz, an occasional transvestite who also 

Marinka Körzendörfer
"Lesbenarbeit in der 
DDR," 1989, GrauZone

Karin Dauenheimer,
"Das Schweigen  
durchbrechen" [Break-
ing the Silence], 
1987, GrauZone

Nancy Andler

Bettina Dziggel

Samirah Kenawi

Nancy Andler

Tina Elischer

Nadja Schallenberg

48



performed as a drag queen in some place, who knows 
where. Rosi. The three of us always went from bar  
to bar together and had lots of fun. There was Schoppen-
VWXEEH��%XVFKH��&DIp�%LQRNHO��7KDW·V�ZKHUH�,�JRW�WR� 
NQRZ�WKH�ÀUVW�WUDQQ\�IURP�WKH�(DVW��WKRXJK�ODWHU�VKH�OLYHG� 
in the West.

/6'�TXDUWHU��/\FKHQHU��6FKOLHPDQQ��'XQFNHU�>ODXJKV@�� 
:H�DOO�OLYHG�KHUH�LQ�WKLV�QHLJKERUKRRG��:H�GLGQ·W�KDYH�SKRQHV� 
then and communication was a bit different. Not that it  
ZDV�QHFHVVDULO\�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW��MXVW�GLIIHUHQW��$QG�LI�VRPHRQH�
KDGQ·W�OHIW�D�QRWH�RQ�WKH�GRRU��ZH�NQHZ�LQ�ZKLFK�EDUV�VKH�
would be.

7KHUH�ZDV�DOVR�/LHW]HQNXQVWKRI��WKH�ZRPHQ·V�DUW�FHQWHU��
ZH·G�DOZD\V�JR�WKHUH�DV�ZHOO��,Q�/LHW]HQ��)UDQNIXUWɧ/ɧ2GHU�� 
Leo came along as well. Sometimes they still go there today.  
The artist lived there with a woman; she took over this  
old farm in GDR times and later we sometimes went there 
for the weekend and helped out. We plastered the old 
pigpens and converted them into art spaces and things like 
that.

7KHUH�ZDV�WKLV�FDIp�RQ�6FK|QKDXVHU��,W�ZDV�WXUQHG�LQWR� 
a gambling hall, unfortunately. Around the corner there was 
&DIp�3HNLQJ��EXW�RQO\�D�IHZ�RI�XV�ZRXOG�JR�WKHUH��EHFDXVH�
they preferred rich gay men over broke lesbians. And Vineta 
on the corner of Gleimstraße and Schönhauser. And a 
coffee shop close by, I forget its name, but Marinka knows it. 

Bettina Dziggel

Tina Elischer

Bettina Dziggel
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$QG�WKHQ�WKHUH�ZDV�/\FKHQHU��)lQJOHU��\HDK��WKHVH�ZHUH�
VRPH�RI�WKRVH�HYHQLQJ�MRLQWV�

And later there was Atelier, where there was also a  
KRPR�GD\��EXW�,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�LI�WKDW�ZDV�DIWHU������RU�EHIRUH�� 
/HW·V�VHH��ZKDW�HOVH�ZDV�WKHUH"�7KHUH�ZHUH�PRUH� 
KRPR�MRLQWV��PRUH�VSDFHV�IRU�JD\�PHQ�WKDQ�IRU�ZRPHQ�� 
EXW�WKDW·V�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ��LW·V�VWLOO�OLNH�WKDW�QRZ�

There were none. I was the only one. Then came the period 
of political upheaval, and I did educational work with  
my partner at that time, I organized evening conversations 
about transsexuality. I was at the Haus der Jungen Talente 
>+RXVH�RI�<RXQJ�7DOHQWV@��,�ZDV�LQ�:HLPDU��LQ�-HQD�� 
in Dresden, in Rostock, in Schwerin, I drove around half  
the Republic. Wherever I went, groups were formed; I sort  
of sparked things off.

,�JDYH�WKH�6RQQWDJVFOXE�DOO�P\�ÀOHV�ZLWK�P\�H[DPLQDWLRQ�
UHFRUGV�HWF��$OO�WKDW�LV�DW�WKH�6FKZXOHV�0XVHXP�>7KH�%HUOLQ�
*D\�0XVHXP@�QRZ��%DFN�WKHQ�\RX�KDG�WR�XQGHUJR� 
medical exams, where they “checked” whether you were 
transsexual or not; it was a neurologist or a psychiatrist  
ZKR�GHFLGHG�WKDW��,Q�WKH�(DVW��WKH�,QWHUQDO�2UGHU�RQ�7UDQV-
VH[XDOLVWV�²�VXFK�D�JUHDW�ZRUG�²�FDPH�RXW�WZR�RU�WKUHH�
years earlier than the Transsexual Act*** in West Germany.

<RX·G�ÀOH�\RXU�DSSOLFDWLRQ�ZLWK�\RXU�IDPLO\�GRFWRU�DQG� 
from there it went to the Ministry of the Interior, which was   
in charge of your gender and marital status, and then  
to the Health Ministry. Then it continued on its “socialist 
FRXUVH�µ�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK��<RX�KDG�WR�EH�H[DPLQHG��ZKLFK� 
was usually a medical examination. Things could have  
been improved in that regard; we thought about how  
we could set up the examination differently. If the result was 
SRVLWLYH��\RX�VWDUWHG�KRUPRQH�WKHUDS\�DW�&KDULWp��WKH�
VXUJHU\�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�/HLS]LJ�ZLWK�3URI��'LHWULFK��%XW�\RX�
GLGQ·W�KDYH�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW�WKDW��,Q�WKH�*'5�VRPHWLPHV� 
the civil status would be changed even before the  
surgery. 

,�NQHZ�RQH�WUDQV�SHUVRQ��$�PDQ�ZKR·G�KDG�VXUJHU\��D�
JHQGHU�DGMXVWPHQW�WKDW�LV��%XW�KH�NLOOHG�KLPVHOI�·FDXVH�LW�DOO�
went wrong. Lived in Leipzig at the time. 

During our research we wondered: What about trans people? In the  
Archive, we only found rare announcements of one-off discussion  
events on trans issues, and then at some point in an issue of frau anders 
IURP�0D\�������WKH�WH[W�Lesbische Transen – Ich bin eine von ihnen   
>/HVELDQ�7UDQQLHV�²�,�$P�2QH�RI�7KHP@�E\�1DGMD�6FKDOOHQEHUJ��,W·V�D�JUD\�
]RQH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�*UDX=RQH��%XW�VLQFH�LW�LV�VWLOO�SRVVLEOH�WR�WDON�WR� 
1DGMD�6FKDOOHQEHUJ��ZH�DVNHG�KHU�DERXW�WUDQV�JURXSV�IRUPHG�LQ�WKH�*'5�

Nancy Andler

Nadja Schallenberg

*   Sunday Club, a gay,  
   but lesbian,  
   trans, and bisexual 
   friendly meeting  
   point during the 
   GDR; today: a space  
   for LGBTQI people 
   and friends
**  On 27 Feb. 1976  
   the Ministry for  
   Health of the GDR  
   issued the "Decree  
   on the Gender Re- 
   assignment of Trans- 
   sexualists."
*** On 10 Sep. 1980 the 
   FRG issued the "Act  
   on the Change of the 
   First Name and the 
   Assessment of Gender 
   in Special Cases"  
   [Transsexual Act].

Bettina Dziggel

50



0\�ÀUVW�QHJDWLYH�H[SHULHQFHV�FDPH�DIWHU�XQLÀFDWLRQ�� 
,�ZDV�EHDWHQ�XS��,�ORVW�P\�MRE��DQG�WKH�VFHQH�DOO�RI�D�VXGGHQ�
H[FOXGHG�PH��,�KDGQ·W�H[SHULHQFHG�WKDW�LQ�WKH�*'5��LW�ZDV� 
a culture shock for me.

,·G�KDYH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�WKDW��%\�VLJKW��,�WKLQN��EXW�YHU\�IHZ� 
LI�DW�DOO��$QG�,�ZRXOGQ·W�EH�DEOH�WR�VD\�ZKHQ�DQ\ZD\�

<HV��D�WUDQV�ZRPDQ��\HV��+H�ZDV��ZKDW�ZDV�KH�GRLQJ�
DJDLQ"�+H�ZRUNHG�DW�WKH�UHJLVWHU��VKH�GLG��<HV��VKH�ZDV�
DFFHSWHG�²�EHFDXVH�RI�PH��VLQFH�DOO�WKH�OLWWOH�ER\V�ZKR�
ZRUNHG�WKHUH�ZHUH�P\�IULHQGV��ZH·G�SDUW\�WRJHWKHU��7KH\�
NQHZ�,�ZDV�D�OHVELDQ��$Q\ZD\��WKH\�ZHQW�´+H\��VKH·V� 
SXWWLQJ�RQ�WLJKWV�µ�´6XUH��WKDW·V�WKH�ZD\�LW�LV�µ�1RERG\�VDLG�
´8JK��\RX·UH�D�GLVJXVWLQJ�OHVELDQ�JHW�RXW�RI�KHUH�µ

I was more involved in the gay-lesbian scene, in the general 
store, and later I was in the gay scene, because the gays 
were more accommodating. I was actually in the gay and 
tranny scene. And because I was often at the Sonntagsclub, 
DQG�WKDW�ZDV�UDWKHU�PL[HG��ZH�GLGQ·W�XVH�WR�VHSDUDWH�WKLQJV�
like that. As I said, the lesbians were the ones who excluded 
PH��VR�,�GLGQ·W�IHHO�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�WKHP�

%HFDXVH�LW�GLGQ·W�H[LVW��ZH�GLGQ·W�KDYH�WR�DVN�RXUVHOYHV�WKDW�
question. I think there would have been a lot of controversy 
EHWZHHQ�ZRPHQ�VD\LQJ��´1R��WKDW·V�D�JX\��,�GRQ·W�ZDQW� 
WKDW�µ�DQG�ZRPHQ�VD\LQJ��´%XW�WKLV�ZRPDQ�WUDQVLWLRQHG�DQG�
VKH�ZLOO�SDUWLFLSDWH�µ�:H�QHYHU�KDG�WKDW�VLWXDWLRQ��%XW�,�WKLQN�
it would have been hairy, like today.

Transsexual women are the ones who are the most exclud-
ed and who lose the most in society and in their professional 
lives. I dealt with that openly and fought for our rights and  
for the social and political recognition of transsexual people.
We called what we did tranny power. We really started  
with a bang and we really had a ball. It was a wild time, good  
WLPHV��<RX�FDQ·W�HYHQ�LPDJLQH�WKH�JUHDW�LGHDV�ZH�KDG��EXW�
ZKDW�EHFDPH�RI�WKHP�LQ�WKH�HQG"�,W·V�MXVW�VDG�KRZ�ERXUJHRLV� 
the scene has become. If you were lesbian or trans in  
WKH���V��\RX�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�OHIW��7KDW·V�WKH�ZD\�LW�ZDV��<RX�ZHUH� 
SROLWLFDOO\�SURJUHVVLYH��DQG�WKDW·V�QR�ORQJHU�WKH�FDVH�WRGD\�

Nadja Schallenberg

Nancy Andler

Tina Elischer

Nadja Schallenberg

Bettina Dziggel

Nadja Schallenberg

,W�LV�KDUG�WR�ÀQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�OLIH�RI�-HZLVK�ZRPHQ�DQG�OHVELDQV� 
LQ�WKH�VHOI�SURFODLPHG�DQWLIDVFLVW�VWDWH��2XWVLGH�WKH�DUFKLYH��ZH�FRPH�DFURVV�
WKH�QDPH�/DUD�'lPPLJ��6KH�ZDV�DFWLYH�LQ�WKH�(DVW�%HUOLQ�FRPPXQLW\�DQG� 
LQ�WKH���V�VKH�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�JURXS�)UDXHQ�JHJHQ�$QWLVHPL-
WLVPXV�>:RPHQ�$JDLQVW�$QWL�6HPLWLVP@��,Q�������VKH�IRXQGHG�%HW�'HERUD�� 
an exchange platform for Jewish women from Europe, where she also wrote 
about lesbian issues. She researched and worked on the culture of re-
PHPEUDQFH�LQ�WKH�*'5�DQG�RQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�-HZLVK�ZRPHQ�LQ�%HUOLQ��:H�ZHUH�
not able to reach her for an interview.
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There was no contact with Jewish lesbians that i was aware 
RI��%XW�WKHUH�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�D�JURXS�

086,&��1$=,6�5$86�>1$=,6�287@

The periodical was called Magazin.�,Q���ɧ/ɧ���WKHUH�ZDV� 
DQ�DUWLFOH�DERXW�KRPRVH[XDOLW\��ÀUVW�DERXW�JD\V��RI�FRXUVH��
DQG�WKHQ�DERXW�OHVELDQV��$QG�WKDW�LV�D�*'5�PDJD]LQH�

MUSIK: O.T.

Our working group wasn’t supposed to be  
just about history chitchat, sewing,  
and matchmaking; we also wanted to explain 
structures and reveal connections, and  
to discuss other manifestations in society. 
That was apparently too exhausting and 
perhaps also too dangerous for some people. 
[...] We were known as the “terror lesbians” 
and the “radical lesbians.”

2Q����-XQH�������WKH�ZRUG�KRPRVH[XDOLW\�DSSHDUHG�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH� 
in the Neues Deutschland newspaper in a small announcement  
DERXW�D�FRQIHUHQFH��,Q�������WKH�ÀUVW�*'5�WHOHYLVLRQ�UHSRUW�RQ�KRPR�
sexuality was broadcast as part of the show Visite, in which a  
VFLHQWLVW�GHEXQNHG�SUHMXGLFHV�DERXW�OHVELDQV�DQG�JD\V��DQG�VDPH�VH[�
ORYHUV�VKDUHG�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV��7KHQ��RQ����-DQXDU\�������WKH� 
\RXWK�UDGLR�VWDWLRQ�'7����SUHVHQWHG�WKH�VKRZ�Mensch Du – Ich bin  
Lesbe >+H\�OLVWHQ�²�,�$P�D�/HVELDQ@��LQ�ZKLFK�D�JURXS�RI�ZRPHQ� 
discussed problems with interpersonal relationships, love, sexuality,  
and partnerships. There were three episodes. Hey Listen – I Am  
Homosexual and Hey Listen – I Am Gay are both available in the  
*HUPDQ�%URDGFDVWLQJ�$UFKLYH��Hey Listen – I Am a Lesbian cannot be 
found. The video recording was presumably taped over.

Samirah Kenawi

Namenlos [Nameless]

Bettina Dziggel

Erweiterte Orgasmus 
Gruppe [Expanded 
Orgasm Group]

Marinka Körzendörfer
"Lesbenarbeit in der 
DDR," 1989, GrauZone

)URP������XQWLO�WKH�PLG���V�WKHUH�ZDV�WKH�XQGHUJURXQG�OHVELDQ�PDJD]LQH�
frau anders with several issues per year. It had event tips and reports, group 
SUHVHQWDWLRQV��OHWWHUV�IURP�UHDGHUV��ERRN�UHYLHZV��OLNH�$XGUH�/RUGH·V�Zami. 
There were discussions on history, power structures, coming out, lesbians 
and alcoholism, lesbians and AIDS, legal issues, trans topics, S&M, gendered  
language, older lesbians, gay dominance, women in other countries, lesbians 
in rural areas. The magazines were also sent to people living outside  
ELJ�FLWLHV��7KH�LVVXHV�ZHUH�SDUWO\�ÀQDQFHG�WKURXJK�SHRSOH·V�YROXQWDU\�ZRUN��
6RPH�RIÀFLDO�PHGLD�LQ�WKH�*'5�RFFDVLRQDOO\�DOVR�UHSRUWHG�RQ�KRPRVH[XDOLW\�

The article Zwölf IMs auf eine Lesbe�>7ZHOYH�,0V��XQRIÀFLDO�FROOD�� 
ER�UDWRUV��IRU�RQH�/HVELDQ@�LQ�WKH�taz�QHZVSDSHU�IURP����2FWREHU������ 
VWDWHV��´6LQFH�WKH�HDUO\���V��WKH�6WDVL�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�VSLHG� 
RQ�WKH�*'5·V�OHVELDQ�DQG�JD\�VFHQH��7KH�DLP�ZDV�WR�VXEYHUW�WKH� 
movement.”
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Bettina Dziggel

MfS-Richtlinie 1/76 
zur Entwicklung und 
Bearbeitung operati-
ver Vorgänge
[Ministry for State 
Security, Guideline 
1/76 on the Develop-
ment and Treatment  
of Operational  
Procedures], 1976

Bettina Dziggel

Samirah Kenawi,
Frauengruppen in der 
DDR der 80er Jahre –  
Eine Dokumentation 
[Women’s Groups in 
the GDR in the 80s:  
A Documentation],
1995, GrauZone 

Gabriele Stötzer 
"Frauenszene und 
Frauen in der Szene" 
[Women’s Scene and 
Women in the Scene], 
1992, GrauZone

It happened more on a personal level. If you knew where  
a woman lived and that she was involved in this or that 
circle, then you went there or you wrote to her, hey, would 
you like to meet. It was all done by mail, so it was a bit  
more complicated. Though, yes, Marinka had a phone,  
so she always had to help out. I usually traveled to all kinds 
of presentations, in Rostock and in Magdeburg, Leipzig, 
Dresden, in order to present the working group and to 
encourage the lesbians in those cities to act a little more 
autonomously.

The secret Guideline 1/76 on the Treatment 
of Operational Procedures regulates  
the secret police activities of the Stasi 
against political opponents. To reliably 
protect society and guarantee a comprehen-
sive internal security in the GDR the  
Ministry of State Security must preemtively 
prevent, uncover, and stifle subversive 
enemy attacks in a concerted, focused and 
proportionate manner.

%DFN\DUG��$OWH�6FK|QKDXVHU��,�VWLOO�KDG�WR�ZRUN��7KH�ZRPHQ�
met, and then I only remember that I went there, and there 
was no one left. I tried to get everyone together and then the 
Stasi showed up.

In the end, the violent to grotesque 
reactions of the state apparatus  
and the interest of the international  
public were completely disproportionate  
to the actual activities of the  
groups.

The Stasi was a paramilitary power system 
that was hierarchically organized,  
worked with clear enemy images, a termino-
logy of extermination, and a naive  
hubris of the total right of defense of a 
state that increasingly appointed itself.

They tried so hard to find a political 
reason to sentence me as a state agitator 
and couldn’t find one, so they tried  
to sexualize and idiotize me as a woman  
all the more.

*DEULHOH�6W|W]HU�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�LQ������DIWHU�FR�RUJDQLVLQJ�D�SHWLWLRQ�DJDLQVW�
WKH�IRUFHG�H[SDWULDWLRQ�RI�GLVVLGHQW�VRQJZULWHU�:ROI�%LHUPDQQ�LQ�KHU�KRPH-
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Character traits such as willfulness  
[...]
  
G.K. is bisexual and has great contact 
problems on a sensual level. It is possible 
that to express herself in writing  
is a kind of compensation. [...] The mental 
state of K. is charac terized by hysteria, 
paranoia, and permanent restlessness.  
[...] G.K. politicizes much of her own 
sexual inhibition and is frantically driven 
by it in discussions. [...] 

She is of psychopathic nature and suffers 
from an inferiority complex. [...]  
Public activities against the state by the 
group under observation must be prevented.  
For this purpose, suitable actions to  
control, destabilize, disrupt, and isolate 
the person must be carried out.

086,&��/$&+�81'�)/h67(5� 
>/$8*+7(5�$1'�:+,63(56@

Homosexuals are a minority.

An uncritical majority forms the norm.

Homosexuality should not be equated  
with pedophilia, transvestism [wearing  
the clothes of the opposite sex],  
or transsexuality [disturbance of gender 
identity accompanied by the urge for  
sex change]. These and other deviations 
occur in heterosexuals and homosexuals.  
They live in our world, but often  
still under comparatively different condi-
tions and in comparatively different  
ways, in spheres that partly fall outside 
the official framework of society.

3tot

GDR school book, 
»Biologie  
in der Schule«  
[Biology at School]

Karin Dauenheimer
»Das Schweigen  
durchbrechen,« 1987, 
GrauZone

GDR biology school 
book, »Biologie in 
der Schule« 

Operativer Vorgang 
[Operative Procedure] 
„Toxin,“ 1979–86,  
Stasi file on  
Gabriele Stötzer, 
formerly Kachold

town Erfurt. After her release from prison, she began to make art with other 
ZRPHQ�DQG�FR�IRXQGHG�WKH�DUWLVW�JURXS�([WHUUD�;;��)URP������WR������� 
KHU�DFWLYLWLHV�ZHUH�XQGHU�FRQWLQXHG�VXUYHLOODQFH�E\�WKH�6WDVL�ZLWKLQ�WKH�2SHUD� 
tive Procedure “Toxin,” which was aimed at arresting her again. At times,  
XS�WR����,0V��XQRIÀFLDO�FROODERUDWRUV��ZHUH�DVVLJQHG�WR�KHU�
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Günter Dörner, known as an endocrinologist 
[hormone researcher] at the Charité  
in East Berlin, gives the following –  
simplified – explanation: 

“homosexuality” in rats is caused by certain 
“unphysiological” hormone concentrations in 
the womb before or during birth. This causes 
a male/female differentiation of the brain, 
and later “typically female” behavior  
in the males and “typically male” behavior 
in the females. The altered hormone level  
in pregnant rats can be triggered by stress, 
for example. As a result the males among 
their offspring crouch and allow others  
to mount them, and the females mount others. 
And there you have it: the homosexual rat.

<HDK��5DW�'|UQHU��DV�ZH�XVHG�WR�FDOO�KLP�

5DW�'|UQHU��,�WROG�\RX�DERXW�KLP�

From the data it can be concluded [...]  
that in the future it might be possible, at 
least in some cases, to correct abnormal 
levels of sex hormones during brain differ-
entiation in order to prevent the develop-
ment of homosexuality.

In 1979, the Department of Psychology  
in Berlin’s “House of Health” organized  
a discussion group for lesbians that  
was attended by more than 20 lesbians.  
At a meeting, Professor Günter Dörner  
spoke about his research on the prevention  
of homosexuality and tried to encourage  
the women in attendance to donate blood for 
hormone tests. The majority ended up  
having their blood tested. Dörner did not 
keep his promise to inform them of the  
results.

Thanks to his research, homosexuality was no longer 
considered a disease. In the case of transsexual people,  
KH�ZDQWHG�WR�SURYH�WKDW�LW·V�D�JHQHWLF�SUHGLVSRVLWLRQ�� 
QRW�D�GLVHDVH��7KDW�ZDV�DOZD\V�KLV�DSSURDFK��7KDW·V�KRZ� 
I knew him, he was a great person, great conversations,  
LW�ZDV�MXVW�JUHDW�

5DW�'|UQHU�>ODXJKV@��+H�XVHG�UDWV�WR�FRQGXFW�UHVHDUFK� 
on homosexuality and how to treat it. We never had  
anything to do with Rat-Dörner; we heard about him and 

Ralf Dose
»Von schwulen Ratten 
und anderes Getier« 
[On Gay Rats and 
Other Creatures],
Magnus 2. 1990,
Magnus Hirschfeld
Society

Nadja Schallenberg

Bettina Dziggel

Prof. Günter Dörner
"Letter to the 
editors," Archives of 
Sexual Behavior, 1983

Gisela Wolf
»Erfahrungen und 
gesundheitliche 
Entwicklung 
lesbischer Frauen  
im Coming-Out-Proz-
ess« [Experiences  
and Health Condition  
of Lesbian Women  
in Coming-out Pro-
cesses], 2004

Nadja Schallenberg

Bettina Dziggel
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wanted to organize an event. Some kind of cabaret or  
VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKDW��%XW�ZH�QHYHU�GLG��7KHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�
GLIIHUHQW�LQÁXHQFHV�DQG�5DW�'|UQHU�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKHP�� 
it made us realize, me and a girlfriend back then, that we 
KDG�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�LW��LW�FRXOGQ·W�JR�RQ�OLNH�WKDW�� 
7KH�MRNH�LV�WKDW�LQ�WKH�HQG�RXU�ZRUNLQJ�JURXS�ZDV�FUHDWHG�
because all of this.

There was this working group at Humboldt University, which 
,�EHOLHYH�ZDV�IRXQGHG�LQ�WKH�IDOO�RI������DQG�VRPHKRZ�FDPH�
to the conclusion that homosexuality is not a medical pro - 
EOHP��EXW�D�VRFLDO�RQH��%XW�WKDW�RQO\�VORZO\�OHG�WR�D�FKDQJH�
RI�WKH�SROLWLFV��RI�WKH�VWDWH·V�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKHVH�JURXSV�

086,&��/$&+�81'�)/h67(5� 
>/$8*+7(5�$1'�:+,63(56@

Things like single parents raising children, living with friends, 
in communes, those things already existed. There were 
smaller places in the GDR where friends did that. Women 
who lived with other women.

5LJKW��DQG�WKHQ�,�ZDV�DVNHG�LI�,�ZRXOG�PDUU\�WKH�%XOJDULDQ�
JD\��%HFDXVH�,�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�DW�WKH�VZLPPLQJ�SRRO�DJDLQ�� 
,�VDLG��´2.��VXUH�µ�2QH�GD\��WKH\�FDPH�WR�WKH�LQGRRU�SRRO�DQG� 
down to the sauna, my now ex-husband stayed upstairs, 
waited, and Freddy, the tram driver, came downstairs and 
said, “Hey your future husband is waiting upstairs, come up 
with me.” I married him then, and those two stayed together 
IRU����\HDUV�

For us it was about giving visibility to things. We wanted  
to make it clear that there are other things besides married 
mothers, married working mothers. There are women  
who choose a different path.

Then I was unemployed, which was kind of scary in the East.

,�ZDV�QRW�´DQWLVRFLDO�µ�,�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ��>ODXJKV@

,Q�WKH�VRFLDOLVW�V\VWHP��LW�ZDV�DOPRVW�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�JHW�ÀUHG��
<RX�FRXOGQ·W�UHDOO\�ORVH�\RXU�MRE�LQ�WKH�(DVW�

And at first there were only a few who 
rebelled and made a different claim to 
modernity. They were immediately criminal-
ized as individuals, just as in the GDR all 
women and men who wanted to escape the 
increasingly absurd socialist conditions of 
production and to create their own place in 
society, their own jobs, were criminalized 
and imprisoned.

Samirah Kenawi

3tot

Bettina Dziggel

Tina Elischer

Bettina Dziggel

Tina Elischer

Nancy Andler

Tina Elischer

Gabriele Stötzer
"Frauenszene und 
Frauen in der Szene,"  
1992, GrauZone
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$Q�´DQWLVRFLDO�OLIHVW\OHµ�ZDV�DQ�RIÀFLDO�RIIHQFH�LQ�WKH�(DVW��
WKDW�\RX�ZHUH�DFFXVHG�RI�DV�VRRQ�DV�\RX�GLGQ·W�KDYH�D�MRE�

Disturbance of public order and safety 
through antisocial behavior.

[1] Anyone who disturbs the social  
coexistence of citizens as well as public 
order and safety by avoiding  
regular work out of unwillingness to work  
despite being fit for work, shall  
be sentenced to probation or imprisonment  
for up to two years.[2] Anyone who  
engages in prostitution or otherwise  
disturbs public order and security  
through an anti-social lifestyle shall be 
similarly punished.

If you somehow let yourself be caught dodging the fare  
RU�VRPHWKLQJɧ«�/XFNLO\�,�GLGQ·W��,�ZDV�XQHPSOR\HG�IRU�KDOI� 
a year, but I had enough to live on, and with all the people  
,�NQHZ��,�GLGQ·W�UHDOO\�KDYH�DQ\�WURXEOH�ZLWK�PRQH\�

,Q�DQ\�FDVH��,�NQHZ�IURP�P\�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�LI�,�GLGQ·W�
JR�WR�ZRUN��,�KDG�WR�EH�FDUHIXO�QRW�WR�HQG�XS�LQ�MDLO�� 
7KLV�KDSSHQHG�WR�D�IULHQG�RI�PLQH��2QFH��7KDW�ZDV�HQRXJK�
IRU�KHU��$Q\RQH�ZKR�GLGQ·W�ÀW�LQWR�VRFLDOLVW�OLIH�FRXOG�EH�
FODVVLÀHG�DV�DQWLVRFLDO��$QG�WKHQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKH�SHRSOH� 
LQ�FKDUJH�RI�NHHSLQJ�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�´KRXVH�ERRNVµ�²�D�ORJ�RQ�
tennants and visitors. Depending on the guy, he could  
HDVLO\�JHW�\RX�LQ�WURXEOH��%XW�LW�ZDV�SRVVLEOH�WR�EH�DFFXVHG� 
of living “antisocially,” I knew that as a single parent  
RI�WZR��LI�SHRSOH�OLNHG�\RX��VRFLHW\�FDUULHG�\RX�DORQJ��%XW� 
LI�SHRSOH�GLGQ·W�OLNH�\RX�RU�\RX�FDPH�ODWH�WR�ZRUN�WKUHH�WLPHV��
EHFDXVH�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�VLFN�DQG�\RX�GLGQ·W�EULQJ� 
D�VLFN�QRWH��WKHQ�WKH\·G�LQIRUP�RQ�\RX��7KHQ�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�
were taken away from you and you were out of the picture.  
It was very arbitrary. There is no common thread. There  
LV�QR�FRPPRQ�WKUHDG�IRU�WKLV�FRXQWU\��2QO\�LQ�WKDW�LW� 
GLGQ·W�OLNH�LWV�RZQ�SHRSOH��DV�LW�DSSHDUV��7KDW·V�VRPHWKLQJ�
,·P�EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�DZDUH�RI�

Tina Elischer

§249 Penal Code of 
the GDR, introduced 
1968, 1979 version

Tina Elischer

Bettina Dziggel

Nancy Andler,·P�VWLOO�QRW�´DQWLVRFLDO�µ�,�VWLOO�JR�WR�ZRUN��8QEHOLHYDEOH�>ODXJKV@�

In Germany, the classist stigma of so-called antisocial behavior has a long 
tradition. In criminal law, it can be traced as far back as the nineteenth 
FHQWXU\��:LWKRXW�D�FOHDU�GHÀQLWLRQ��GXULQJ�WKH�1D]L�SHULRG��SHRSOH�FRXOG�EH� 
persecuted as “antisocial” for all sorts of reasons, including poverty,  
unem ployment, or unwillingness to work, alcoholism, psychological crises, 
KRPHOHVVQHVV��QRW�KDYLQJ�D�À[HG�SODFH�RI�UHVLGHQFH��DQG�RWKHU�WKLQJV� 
that contradicted Nazi ideology. Romani and Sinti people, sex workers,  
lesbians, and trans people were also persecuted in this way. While the 
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Bettina Dziggel

+RPR�VH[XDO�3DUDJUDSK�����RQO\�DSSOLHG�WR�PHQ��OHVELDQV�ZHUH�GH� 
nounced and persecuted for alleged “antisocial behavior,” “degenerate 
ORYH�µ�DQG�GHOLQTXHQF\��,Q�������WKH�*'5�LQWURGXFHG������LQWR�LWV� 
penal code.

What does it mean to live in a self-proclaimed antifascist state? Who was 
commemorated, who received reparations? How was fascist history worked 
through? How were continuing and new fascisms dealt with?

,Q�������WKH�(DVW�%HUOLQ�JURXS�/HVEHQ�LQ�GHU�.LUFKH�>/HVELDQV�LQ�WKH�&KXUFK@�
GHFLGHG�WR�SD\�D�ÀUVW�YLVLW�WR�WKH�5DYHQVEU�FN�0HPRULDO�RQ�WKH�VLWH�RI� 
the largest former Nazi concentration camp for women. They registered to 
publicly commemorate the victims of Fascism and, in particular, the lesbians 
DPRQJ�WKH�SHUVHFXWHG��)RU�WKLV��WKH�6WDVL�FODVVLÀHG�WKHP�DV�´RSSRVLWLRQDO�µ� 
In the following years, several attempts by the group to participate in comme - 
morative events were obstructed or prevented.

2Q����0DUFK�������WKH�JURXS�ODLG�D�ZUHDWK�LQ�5DYHQVEU�FN��7ZR�GD\V�ODWHU��
LW�GLVDSSHDUHG�²�MXVW�OLNH�WKHLU�JXHVWERRN�HQWU\��$IWHUZDUGV��VRPH�ZRPHQ�
DSSOLHG�IRU�YLVDV�WR�OHDYH�WKH�*'5��2WKHUV�ÀOHG�FRPSODLQWV�ZLWK�WKH�0LQLVWU\�
of Culture.

,Q�������RQ�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�FDPS·V�OLEHUDWLRQ��WKH�OHVELDQ�JURXS�
SODQQHG�DQRWKHU�YLVLW��7KH�ÁRULVW�RQ�*DXG\VWUD�H��ZKHUH�WKH\�RUGHUHG� 
a wreath with a printed bow, informed the police. The woman who placed 
the order was then summoned by the police and told not to go to Ravens-
EU�FN��7KH�QLJKW�EHIRUH�WKH�WULS��IHDULQJ�DUUHVW��WKH����ZRPHQ�VWD\HG�
WRJHWKHU�LQ�VHYHUDO�DSDUWPHQWV�DQG�WKHQ�WUDYHOHG�VHSDUDWHO\�WR�)�UVWHQEHUJ��
They were taken into custody on the way to the memorial, driven away  
by truck, isolated, interrogated, and threatened. The entire train station in 
)�UVWHQEHUJ�ZDV�FORVHG��7KH\�ZHUH�QRW�EURXJKW�EDFN�WR�WKH�VWDWLRQ�XQWLO�ZHOO�
after the memorial service.

The antifascism of the GDR was, one could say, implanted 
LQ�XV��:H�JUHZ�XS�ZLWK�LW��5DYHQVEU�FN�ZDV�D�YHU\�GH�� 
SUHVVLQJ�SODFH�IRU�PH�LQ�WKH���V��,W�ZDV�D�YHU\�YLROHQW��
RSSUHVVLYH�SODFH�IRU�PH��8S�XQWLO�RXU�DUUHVWV��%XW�DIWHU�WKDW�� 
,�GLGQ·W�IHHO�LW�DQ\PRUH��,W�ZDV�MXVW�URFNV��ÀHOGV��D�ODNH��
memorials, nothing more.

$�\HDU�ODWHU��RQ����$SULO�������WKH�JURXS�YLVLWHG�WKH�PHPRULDO�DJDLQ�� 
They were guided through the museum by the director and found the pink 
WULDQJOH�QRZ�OLVWHG�DPRQJ�SULVRQHU�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�VLJQV��HYHQ�WKRXJK� 
WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ�QR�VXFK�WULDQJOHV�LQ�5DYHQVEU�FN��7KH�SLQN�WULDQJOH�ZDV� 
IRU�PDOH�KRPRVH[XDOV��5DYHQVEU�FN�ZDV�D�ZRPHQ·V�FDPS��/HVELDQV� 
as so-called “antisocials,” often got a black triangle. The women laid  
GRZQ�D�ÁRZHU�DUUDQJHPHQW�ZLWKRXW�D�ERZ�DQG�VLJQHG�WKH�JXHVW�ERRN�� 
Two weeks later, the guestbook with their entry was gone.

From the 1���V��OHVELDQ�IHPLQLVW�LQLWLDWLYHV�KDYH�EHHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH� 
their commemoration of lesbian women visible against considerable 
UHVLVWDQFH��,Q�������WKH�LQLWLDWLYH�$XWRQRPH�)UDXHQ/HVEHQ�DXV�'HXWVFKODQG�
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XQG�gVWHUUHLFK�>$XWRQRPRXV�:RPHQ�/HVELDQV�IURP�*HUPDQ\�DQG�$XVWULD@�
reapplied for the so-called Memorial Sphere to be recognized as a memorial 
WR�WKH�SHUVHFXWHG�DQG�PXUGHUHG�OHVELDQ�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�IRUPHU�ZRPHQ·V�
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�FDPS�RI�5DYHQVEU�FN��7KH�%UDQGHQEXUJ�0HPRULDOV�)RXQGD-
tion once again declined.

,�KDG�WKH�SOHDVXUH��D�UHVSHFWIXO�SOHDVXUH�²�,�GRQ·W�NQRZ� 
KRZ�HOVH�WR�VD\�WKLV�>ODXJKV@�²�WR�PHHW�D�ZRPDQ� 
ZKR�ZDV�ERUQ�WKHUH��DQG�VKH�EURXJKW�PH�EDFN�D�OLWWOH��MXVW�
UHFHQWO\��LQ�������7KHQ�,�GHFLGHG�WR�VHW�IRRW�LQ�5DYHQV�� 
EU�FN�DJDLQ��ZLWK�D�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYH��,·P�YHU\�JUDWHIXO� 
WR�KHU��1RZ�,�FDQ�JR�WKHUH�DJDLQ��EXW�LW·V�GLIIHUHQW��DQG� 
QRZ�,�VXSSRUW�WKH�ZRPHQ�ZLWK�WKH�0HPRULDO�6SKHUH�SURMHFW��

Bettina Dziggel

3tot

Nancy Andler

Samirah Kenawi

Nancy Andler

Samirah Kenawi

To shake things up.

086,&��/$&+�81'�)/h67(5� 
>/$8*+7(5�$1'�:+,63(56@

,�DOVR�WKLQN�LW·V�RXWUDJHRXV�WR�EH�VWRSSHG�LQ�WKH� 
VWUHHW�MXVW�EHFDXVH�,�ORRN�WKH�ZD\�,�ORRN��,Q�WKLV�FRXQWU\�� 
Right now.

Marina Krug, co-founder of the state- and system-critical group  
/HVEHQ�LQ�GHU�.LUFKH�>/HVELDQV�LQ�WKH�&KXUFK@��UHSRUWV�WKDW� 
the group had access to feminist literature from the West. Audre Lorde  
and people from the 2UODQGD�SXEOLVKLQJ�FRPSDQ\�YLVLWHG�WKH� 
group in 1�����In the following years, the group received books from 
2UODQGD��LQFOXGLQJ�Showing Our Colors, the groundbreaking  
DQWKRORJ\�E\�%ODFN�ZRPHQ�DQG�OHVELDQV�RQ�%ODFN�*HUPDQ�KLVWRU\�� 
8QWLO�WKH�VXPPHU�RI�������/HVEHQ�LQ�GHU�.LUFKH�RUJDQL]HG� 
lectures, readings and discussions on topics including racism and the  
living conditions of Eastern European women. Krug says that  
these events and reading the literature “sharpened our view for racist 
exclusion in our ranks.”

5DFLVP�LV�D�EURDG�VXEMHFW��,�P\VHOI�WKLQN��DQG�DP�DEOH�WR� 
WHOO�IURP�P\�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH�²�,�KDYH�DQ�(J\SWLDQ�IDWKHU�²� 
that in my context I did not experience racism, and that  
LQ�OHVELDQ�JURXSV��WRR��WKHUH�ZHUH�%ODFN�ZRPHQ�ZKR� 
ZHUH�MXVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�JURXS�DQG�WKDW�ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�QRUPDO��
%XW�\RX�VKRXOG�DVN�%ODFN�ZRPHQ�GLUHFWO\�

,�WKLQN�WKDW�KDV�OLWWOH�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�*'5��,Q�IDFW��,�WKLQN�LW·V�
XQLYHUVDO��2U�ZLWK�KRZ�UDFLVP�ZDV�KDQGOHG�WKHUH��$IWHU� 
DOO��,�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�FRPSDUH�LW�WR�QRZ��DQG�LW·V�QRW�UHDOO\�
DQ\�GLIIHUHQW�>ODXJKV@��$EVROXWHO\�QRW��)RU�PH�LW·V�MXVW�XWWHU�
QRQVHQVH�WR�EODPH�WKLV�RQ�VRPH�V\VWHP��VLQFH�LW·V�QRW�UHDOO\�
any different anywhere else.

,Q�UHWURVSHFW��DIWHU�������,�OHDUQHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�LQGHHG�
racism in the GDR. My father came to the GDR to  
study and he did, and on this level, that of intellectuals, 
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Lesbenbewegung in der 
DDR und ihr Übergang 
in die bundesdeutsche 
Wirklichkeit"  
[Almost 10 Years  
of Lesbian Movement 

including the Chileans who were mostly academics,  
there was integration and, as far as I know, they had no 
problems. In my opinion, racism did exist in the working 
class, but mostly due to the ghettoization.

I did my training as an agricultural technician in Karow, 
Mecklenburg, and there I was friends with people  
from Mozambique and South Africa, who were locked  
away from the population.

They were not allowed to move outside their open prison. 
The story of the Vietnamese guest workers in particular  
ZDV�MXVW�GHYDVWDWLQJ�

7KH�SRSXODWLRQ�GLGQ·W�JHW�DORQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�FXOWXUHV�RU�
QDWLRQV��DQG�LI�WKH\�GLG��LW�ZDV�DQ�H[FHSWLRQ��7KDW·V�DOVR� 
why the former GDR or the former GDR territory is so 
xeno phobic; these are the roots of it.

MUSIC: CHEMNITZ STADT  
>&+(01,7=�&,7<@

There were, in fact, problems not unlike in Chemnitz*  
today. People who have no personal contact with people 
from other cultures have some kind of precon ception  
DERXW�WKHP�DQG�LW�WXUQV�DJJUHVVLYH��%XW�,�GRQ·W�WKLQN� 
LW·VWKDW�VWUDLJKW�IRUZDUG�HLWKHU��LW·V�FHUWDLQO\�D�PXOWLGLPHQ� 
 sional problem to do with the fact that integra tion  
VLPSO\�GLGQ·W�WDNH�SODFH�DQG�ZDVQ·W�SURPRWHG�LQ�WKH�*'5�

,·YH�EHHQ�VD\LQJ�WKLV�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�EHFDXVH�,·YH�VHHQ� 
LW�FRPLQJ�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�QRZ�LQ�6D[RQ\��,·YH�EHHQ�IROORZLQJ�
LW�IRU�GHFDGHV��,W·V�JHWWLQJ�VWURQJHU�DQG�VWURQJHU��ZKLFK� 
,�ÀQG�WHUULI\LQJ��DQG�SHRSOH�MXVW�GRQ·W�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�DJDLQVW�LW��
7KH\�MXVW�NHHS�RQ�VD\LQJ��´7KDW·V�MXVW�WKH�ZD\�LW�LV��ZKDW� 
FDQ�ZH�GR�DJDLQVW�LW�µ�%XW�PD\EH�,�GLGQ·W�UHDOO\�DQVZHU�\RXU�
question.

1R��\RX�GLG��<RX�VDLG�WKDW�\RX��OLNH�XV�WRGD\��JUHZ�XS�RU�
were brought up racist and anti-Semitic.

,�ZDVQ·W�EURXJKW�XS��,�JUHZ�XS�WKDW�ZD\��,�JUHZ�XS�DPLG�
VLOHQFH��$QG�,�ÀQG�WKDW�H[WUHPHO\�GDQJHURXV�

The possibilities of political action  
seem infinitely wider today. Their effec-
tiveness, however, seems very small to  
us, especially compared to the GDR, whether 
we look back in anger or sometimes also  
in quiet melancholy. The few people in  
the GDR, women and lesbians, who ventured 
into the public eye with their own  
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“Who would have thought that there were so many  
of us...” Chronology of lesbian, gay, and trans groups  
in the GDR from the 1950s until 1990.
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ideas about life, achieved a tremendous 
effect in that dead country with their 
little strength. It seems to me that  
the GDR had firm, rigid structures that 
could not be changed, but were also  
very fragile. You could maybe compare this 
to a skeleton from which all marrow and 
blood – all fluid – had been removed over 
the years. The Federal Republic, on the 
other hand, seems to me like an amoeba that 
existed and exists in an insanely flexible 
way, adapting to everything, digesting 
everything. Because of this tremendous 
flexibility of the current German social 
system, it is imperative for me that  
all women, whether lesbian, bi, or straight, 
work together against the patriarchal  
structures of society. Lesbians, however, 
should not refrain from openly standing  
by their choices and voice them again  
and again. With our choices, we question and 
endanger patriarchal structures. But this  
is only if we live openly, if we don’t 
regard lesbian choices as a private matter 
of each individual.

1RZ�LW·V�WKH�\RXQJHU�JHQHUDWLRQV·�WXUQ��EHFDXVH�WKH\� 
have a different movement, because they have a different 
way of thinking, a different way of feeling, different de-
PDQGV��<RX�PXVW�UHVLVW��\RX�PXVW�GR�VRPHWKLQJ��7KDW·V�
H[DFWO\�ZKDW�,�GLG�EDFN�WKHQ��'RQ·W�MXVW�FRPSODLQ�DQG� 
say “Ah, shit.” Move your ass, get going, get doing, and bring  
RXW�WKH�ELJ�JXQV�LI�WKHUH·V�QR�RWKHU�ZD\��,�PHDQ��WKH�UHYR� 
lution has to start somewhere.

086,&��1$=,6�5$86�>1$=,6�287@

in the GDR and  
its Transition into 
the Reality of the  
Federal Republic], 
1993, GrauZone

Nadja Schallenberg

Namenlos
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First LiK [Lesbians in the Church] table at the 
Friedenswerkstatt [peace workshop], Erlöser Church 
Berlin Rummelsburg 1983. Photo: Bettina Dziggel,  
GrauZone Archive in the Archive of the GDR Opposition, 
RHG/Fo_GZ_0419
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Group evening at Gethsemane Church.  
The private self-defense group presents its work.  
Katharina kicking Sylvia. 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Photograph
Collection: GrauZone
Accession number: RHG/FO_GZ_2033
Date: 1986
Photographer: Bettina Dziggel
——————————————————-——————————————

which primarily show the activi-
ties of individual women*.  
Its main focus is on the period 
from 1984 onwards – in which  
the women*s and lesbian* move-
ment truly came into its own. 

The vast majority of documents 
are accessible and can be  
consulted. The collection com-
prises approximately 28 linear 
meters in total.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Lesbian*, trans*, and gay*  
people in the GDR began organi- 
zing groups in church  
spaces from the early 1980s. 
These became an important  
contact point, a place to prac - 
tice self-confidence and  
self-organization. One such  
group was the Arbeitsgruppe Homo- 
sexuelle Selbsthilfe – Lesben  
in der Kirche [Working Group 
Homosexual Self-help – Lesbians 
in the Church] at Gethsemane 
Church in Berlin Prenzlauer Berg. 
Bettina Dziggel, who took  
this photograph, was one of the 
group’s co-founders. The group 
organized lectures, readings, 
and discussions. In addition to 
seeking greater visibility for 
lesbian* life and concerns,  
they also focused on racism and 
the living situations of Eastern 
European women*. 

The GrauZone collection was 
created in the 1990s by  
Samirah Kenawi, an activist  
in the women*s movement, from 
the personal collections  
of protagonists and the documents 
of the Unabhängige Frauenverband 
[Independent Women’s Associa-
tion]. It became part of the 
Archive of the GDR Opposition  
in 2003. The collection documents 
the activities of non-governmen-
tal women*s groups in the  
GDR. It contains documents from 
the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s, 
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